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e What's behind rising violent crimes in the 
U.S., and how they can be reduced 


— https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9IM2dA48N 
F4 


Definitions 


° Criminology 
— Interdisciplinary science 
— Uses the scientific method 


— Studies the nature, extent, cause, and control of criminal 
behavior. 


e Criminal Justice 


— System made up of the agencies of social control 


e Police departments, the courts, and correctional institutions that 
handle criminal offenders. 


e Via a CJ process 


The Process of Criminal Justice 


— Initial contact. Investigation. Arrest. Custody. 


— Complaint/charging. Preliminary hearing/grand 
jury. Arraignment. Bail or detention. 


— Plea bargain. Adjudication/trial process. 
Disposition/sentencing. Appeal. 


— Correctional treatment. Release. 
Postrelease/aftercare. 


Criminal Statistics/Crime Measurement 


— Create valid and reliable measures of criminal 
behavior through: 


e Analysis 

e Measurement 
e Identification 
e Testing 


-Valid measure — a measure that actually measures what it purports to measure; a 
measure that is factual. 


*Reliable measure — a measure that produces consistent results from one measurement 
to another. 


Sociology of Law/Law and Society/Socio-Legal Studies 


— Investigate the role that social forces play in 
shaping criminal law 

— Investigate the role of criminal law in shaping 
society 

— Investigate history of legal thought 

— Assess effects of proposed legal change 


What Criminologists Do 


CONCEPT SUMMARY 1.1 The Criminological Enterprise 


The following subareas constitute the discipline of criminology. 


Criminal statistics 


Sociology of law/law and 
society/sociolegal studies 


Theory construction 


Criminal behavior systems 


Penology: punishment, 
sanctions, and corrections 


Victimology 


Gathering valid crime data. Devising new research methods; measuring crime patterns and trends. 


Determining the origin of law. Measuring the forces that can change laws and society. 


Predicting individual behavior. Understanding the cause of crime rates and trends. 


Determining the nature and cause of specific crime patterns. Studying violence, theft, organized 
crime, white-collar crime, and public order crimes. 


Studying the correction and control of criminal behavior. Using the scientific method to assess 
the effectiveness of criminal sanctions designed to control crime through the application of 
criminal punishments. 


Studying the nature and cause of victimization. Aiding crime victims; understanding the nature 
and extent of victimization; developing theories of victimization risk. 


Deviance v. Crime? 


° Deviance: Any action that departs from the social 
norms of society 
— Joining a religious cult, speaking loudly in a movie theater 
— Rape, murder, robbery 


° Crime: a deviant act that is considered socially harmful 
or dangerous, and which is specifically defined, 
prohibited, and punished under the criminal law 
— Criminalization: deviant acts become defined as criminal 


— Decriminalization: criminal acts lose their legal penalties. 
Legalization of previously deemed “criminal” acts 


Deviant or Criminal? How 
Criminologists Define Crime 


e Deviance includes a broad spectrum of 
behaviors, 
— most socially harmful, such as rape and murder, 


— relatively inoffensive, such as joining a religious 
cult or cross-dressing 


A deviant act becomes a crime 


— when it is deemed socially harmful or 
dangerous; it is then specifically defined, 
prohibited, and punished under the criminal law. 


Class Activity 


l. Discuss of some of illegal behaviors you have 
seen in the ın the last week(s) (e.g., 
jaywalking, underage drinking’). 


2. How may behavior you consider non-deviant 
be seen as deviant by someone else? 


A Longer Definition of Crime 


e Violation of societal rules of behavior as interpreted 
and expressed by the criminal law 


— which reflects public opinion, traditional values, and 
the viewpoint of people with social and political power. 


e Individuals who violate these rules are subject to 
— sanctions by state authority, 
— social stigma, and 
— loss of status 


Deviant or Criminal? How 
Criminologists Define Crime 


CONCEPT SUMMARY 1.3 The Definition of Crime 


The definition of crime affects how criminologists view the cause and control of illegal behavior and shapes their research orientation. 


Consensus view e The law defines crime. 
Agreement exists on outlawed behavior. 
Laws apply to all citizens equally. 


Conflict view e The law is a tool of the ruling class. 
e Crime is a politically defined concept. 
e “Real crimes” such as racism, sexism, and classism are not outlawed. 
e The law is used to control the underclass. 

Interactionist view e Moral entrepreneurs define crime. 


e Acts become crimes because society defines them that way. 
e Criminal labels are life-transforming events. 


PR O 


Myths V. Facts about Crime 


. Crime is out of control and more dangerous now in the US 


than at any other time in history 


. Criminals and victims are completely different types of people 
. Immigrants who are in the US illegally commit a lot of crime 
. Women are more likely to be victimized by someone they 


know, while men are more likely to be victimized by strangers 


. Most crime victims are people who are in the wrong place at 


the wrong time 


. Sex offender registration lists help deter potential offenders 


and reduce the incidence of child molestation 
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° https://crime-data-explorer.app.cloud.gov/ 
pages/explorer/crime/crime-trend 


Historical perspective and trends 
FBI - Crime Data Explorer 


Rate of Homicide Offenses by Population 


° https://crime-data-explorer.app.cloud.gov/ 
pages/explorer/crime/crime-trend 
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Rate of Violent Crime Offenses by Population 


DJ United States 
In a violent crime, a victim is harmed by or 


threatened with violence. Violent crimes include 
rape and sexual assault, robbery, assault and murder. 
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Rate of Property Crime Offenses by Population 
EZ United States 

Property crimes include burglary and theft 
as well as vandalism and arson. 
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A Brief History of Criminology 


e Classical Criminology 
— Theoretical perspective suggesting that 
people choose to commit crime 
— Crime can be controlled if potential criminals 
fear punishment 


A Brief History of Criminology 


e Positivist Criminology 


— Application of the Scientific method 
e Objective; Universal; Culture-free 


— Empirical verification 
e Value-free 


Scientific method — the use of verifiable principles and procedures for the systematic acquisition of knowledge. Typically involves 
formulating a problem, creating hypotheses, and collecting data, through observation and experiment, to verify the hypothesis. (p. 10) 


° Sociological Criminology 


— approach to criminology, based on the work of Emile Durkheim, that focuses on the relationship 
between social factors and crime. 


Contextual and Ethical Issues in Criminology 


e Milgram Experiment 1963 - obedience / trust in authority 


— https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kzd6Ew3TraA 


— "The social psychology of this century reveals a major lesson: often it is not so much the kind of 
person a man is as the kind of situation in which he finds himself that determines how he will 
act." --Stanley Milgram, 1974 


° Class Activity: 
e What are some key lessons from this experiment? 


e Why would an experiment like this not be possible these days? 


° Can you think of other examples of contexts (school, peers, 
neighborhoods, countries) or situations (hunger, fear, under threat/ 
attack etc) where someone like you (or any otherwise law abiding 
person) may feel compelled to commit a crime? 


Student Presentations and 
Discussion Papers 


Pick 1 or 2 issues from the readings for the week and discuss them in depth 


Bring in additional examples, and news stories 

— Video clips (from news shows/ documentaries, etc) are welcome but they have to be 
e relevant to the topic, 
° Bring in an additional illustration or function as the prompt for a class discussion 
° no more than 3 min 

Plan for 15-20 minute per student (depending on how large is the team) 

— 1s half: student presentation, ppt 

— 2nd half: bring 2-3 questions, discussion with the class, comments 


Deadlines: 
— The slides and the discussion paper (only the presenters): 
— due on night before the presentation day - upload to Canvas, 


* Each student uploads their own discussion paper 


e One student in the group is in charge of uploading the slides from all members of the presenting 
group in one PPT document. 


° The names of all the presenting students should be on the first page of the PPT 


